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CERVANTES
AND THE QUIXOTE
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Cervantes was born in the beautiful city of 1llcala de
Henares in 154¢. He was the fourth of five children.




He was the son of a surgeon
barber, a very common job in

those days.




In 1569, after an important quarrel, he lefl
Spain and sel ahead ic Rome, where he
joined the Spanish flrmy as a soldier.




He got wounded in one arm and was
crippled for the rest of his life. from that
momend on, he was known as the “Manco
de Tepanio”.




His ill fortune did not end here, and
on his way back lo Spain, his ship
was caplured by fierce Turkish
pirates.




He was kept as a prisoner for five
years in fllgeirs until being
released in 1580.



Back home, Cervantes married
Catalina de Salazar and wrote

his firat novel: la Galalea.




In 1594 he moved toc Madrid where
he started to write the novel that

would change the fulure of
literature: Don Quixote




His novel was immediately famous and soon
translaled to English and Trench. ‘Without being
aware of it, Cervantes had crealed a new lilerary

genre: the modern novel.




On Aprit 19, 16]6,
Cervanles died. He did not
have high qualifications,
bul his imagination would
iransform the path of
literature in years to come.




Don Quixote is one of the most
remarkable works of art in the
universal literature, translated to
more than fifty languages,
croasing borders, just like the
Crasmus+




Cervanles” main character is fllonso Quijanc. He apent nights long
reading novels of chivalry, fascinaled by the advenlures of old
knight-erranis.




He admired them a0
muwch that he ended

up losing his mind,
and thought he was a

knight himself.
That s how he

became Don Quixote
of la Mancha




n his world of faniasy,
focinante is a greal
horse. Dulcinea, a farm
girl, becomes the {ady of
his Thoughis, and
Sancho Panza, his loyal
aquire.




His endless imaginalion would
play tricks on him: he mistook
windmills for gianis and flockas
of sheep for wizards.







